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C a m p i n g  h a s  b e c o m e  o n e  o f  A m e r i c a ' s  f a v o r i t e  
w a y s  o f  t a k i n g  a  v a c a t i o n .  W i t h  m o r e  a n d  m o r e  
c a m p e r s  t a k i n g  t o  t h e  r o a d  e a c h  y e a r ,  p u b l i c l y  
o p e r a t e d  c a m p g r o u n d s  c a n  n o  l o n g e r  m e e t  t h e  
i n c r e a s e d  d e m a n d  f o r  c a m p s i t e s .  
I f  c a m p g r o u n d s  a r e  o v e r c r o w d e d  o r  n o n - e x i s t a n t  
i n  y o u r  c o m m u n i t y ,  y o u r  f a r m  m a y  o f f e r  a  s o l u t i o n  
t o  t h e  p r o b l e m  t h a t  w i l l  a t  t h e  s a m e  t i m e  p r o v i d e  
a  m o d e s t  i n c o m e  f o r  y o u r  f a m i l y .  
T h e  l o c a t i o n  o f  y o u r  f a n n  d e t e r m i n e s  h o w  s u i t a b l e  
i t  i s  a s  a  s o u r c e  o f  c a m p i n g  f a c i l i t i e s .  I f  y o u  c a n  
a n s w e r  y e s  t o  a t  l e a s t  t h r e e  o f  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  q u e s ­
t i o n s ,  a  c a m p g r o u n d  e n t e r p r i s e  w o u l d  p r o b a b l y  b e  
a  g o o d  r i s k :  
1 .  I s  y o u r  f a r m  n e a r  a  r e s o r t  o r  v a c a t i o n  a r e a  
k n o w n  f o r  i t s  s c e n e r y ,  c l i m a t e ,  o r  h i s t o r i c  i n t e r e s t ?  
2 .  O r ,  i s  y o u r  f a r m  i n  a n  a r e a  t h a t  h a s  p o s s i b i l i ­
t i e s  f o r  d e v e l o p i n g  i n t o  a  r e g i o n  o f  s c e n i c ,  c u l t u r a l ,  
o r  r e c r e a t i o n a l  i n t e r e s t ?  
3 .  I s  y o u r  f a r m  n e a r  a  g o o d  c r o s s - c o u n t r y  o r  
i n t e r s t a t e  h i g h w a y ?  
4 .  I s  y o u r  f a r m  w i t h i n  7 5  m i l e s  o f  a  m e t r o p o l i ­
t a n  c e n t e r  o r  s i z e a b l e  c i t y ?  
I f  c a m p g r o u n d s  a r e  a l r e a d y  e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  y o u r  
a r e a  t h i s  n e e d  n o t  d i s c o u r a g e  y o u .  C a n  t h e y  m e e t  
t h e  d e m a n d ?  W h a t  a r e  t h e  f e e s ?  H o w  d o e s  w h a t  
you have to offer compare with what is already 
available? The campground that provides the best 
facilities, services, and program opportunities will 
get the most person-to-person advertising and the 
most business. People will pay for some degree of 
privacy, rather than be crowded into a free site. 
You may already be equipped with the necessary 
tools and tractors for developing an attractive 
campground on your farm. A National Rural 
Family Recreation Seminar decided that these are 
the basic needs for camper comfort: 
1. A level, partially shaded tent site. 
2. A picnic table. 
3. Adequate and efficient garbage collection. 
4. Clean toilets and a supply of pure water 
within walking distance. 
5. A place to build a campfire or cooking fire. 
6. Nearby outdoor recreation areas. Ponds, 
lakes, and pools are especially desirable. 
7. A campsite that provides privacy, peace, and 
contentment in an outdoor setting away from 
home. 
The success of a campground and recreation enter­
prise depends largely on the hospitality, sociability, 
and resourcefulness of the operator and his family. 
If you are unsure of your own resources along 
these lines, you may find it worthwhile to erpploy 
someone who is trained in recreation program­
ming, leadership, and management. 

• Where do you start? 
Check with your county farm adviser or local Area 
Resource Development Committee about the feasi­
bility of such an undertaking. Consult with your 
county planning or zoning commission; this may 
save problems later on. 
• Fees 
Fees for camping units or sites range from $2 to $3 
per night, depending on location, facilities, and 
services offered. 
• State and local regulations 
Write to the Illinois State Department of Public 
Health for their bulletin on regulations governing 
recreation facilities. It will help you in planning 
water supply and sanitation facilities. Consult with 
county and state highway officials about access and 
egress roads, right-of-way observance, and road 
signs. Local authorities and your insurance coun­
selor will help interpret matters of public liability 
and protection. 
• Financing 
Make a preliminary plan, including cost estimates. 
If you need credit, discuss your plans with your 
banker. The local Area Resource Development 
Committee can refer you to appropriate govern­
ment lending agencies. The current federal farm 
legislation has provisions for farm recreation busi­
ness. Ask your local Agricultural Stabilization and 
Conservation Service about the possibility of in­
cluding a campground enterprise in your farm 
plans. ASCS approval will qualify you for assist .. 
ance from the Fanners Home Administration, 
which provides loans for certain farm recreation 
business enterprises. 
• How to attract campers 
Once the campsites are ready, invite your local
newspaper editor to visit the area. Have him
bring his camera, and provide him with the infor­
mation for a news story. 
There are a number of camping guides and direc­
tories. Copies can be found in local libraries, the
county extension office, some gasoline stations, and
travel agencies. Write to the editors of these pub­
lications and ask about listing your campgrounds.
Place a classified ad in the various camping and
recreation magazines. 
You may want to join a campground owners' asso­
ciation for the professional benefits to be gained
from learning of the experiences of others. Asso­
ciations also provide a variety of membership
services such as insurance, codes and operation
standards, and approved ratings in camp guides
and directories. Local and state tourist bureaus can
provide lists of such associations. 
Publish a brochure describing your facilities and
services. Include a map for easy location, list your
fees, and give your phone number and mailing
address. Brochures can be mailed in response to
inquiries, or placed in service stations, stores, res­
taurants, and chambers of commerce. 
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